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24 June 2019 
 
Dear Roseanna 

Animal Welfare 

In her parliamentary statement of 9 January 2019, the Minister for Rural Affairs 
and the Natural Environment indicated the Scottish Government’s intention to 
progress a range of animal welfare-related issues relevant to the work of the 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee. 
 
I am writing to seek an update on that work and to establish the time-scales for 
any associated legislation, including: 
 
Scottish Animal Welfare Commission: The Committee would appreciate 
further details of when you hope to bring forward secondary legislation to 
establish a Scottish Animal Welfare Commission and information about what 
you hope such a Commission will achieve. 
 
Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006: The Committee notes your 
intention to amend the Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006. Please 
can you provide information about which areas of the Act you intend to amend 
and for what purpose? The Committee would also appreciate further 
information about any stakeholder consultations associated with this work. 
 
Animal Breeding: The Committee would appreciate further information 
regarding your plans to introduce legislation to tackle illegal puppy farming and 
the breeding of cats and rabbits, including any plans to regulate animal 
sanctuaries and rehoming agencies. The Committee would also welcome any 
further information you could supply in relation to the proposed licensing of pet 
shops. 
 
Fox Hunting & Wildlife Welfare Issues: The Committee notes your intention 
to amend the Protection of Wild Mammals (Scotland) Act 2002, following the 
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recommendations of Lord Bonomy and wider stakeholder consultation. The 
Committee would appreciate further details of any planned amendments and 
the timescale associated with this. 
 
Members Bills: A number of members are currently seeking to pursue bills that 
relate to animal welfare. The Committee would welcome an indication as to 
whether the Scottish Government plans to directly address the issues raised by 
these members in future legislation. 
 
I am copying this letter to Mairi Gougeon MSP, Minister for Rural Affairs and 
the Natural Environment. 
 
The Committee looks forward to receiving a response from you by 1 August 
2019. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Gillian Martin MSP 
Convener 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee  
 
cc Mairi Gougeon MSP, Minister for Rural Affairs and the Natural Environment 


